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DECORUM

Commencement is a special and significant
occasion in your life. Many of your family and
friends will come from a long distance to witness
this memorable ceremony. Our faculty, staff and
administrators have planned the program and
arrangements with every consideration to make this
an impressive and enjoyable event for all candidates
and spectators.
Please follow these decorum guidelines for
Commencement:
• Arrive an hour or more before the ceremony.
• Remain quiet and in your seat except when
going to the stage or being recognized by your
dean and the President. You are not allowed to
leave before the ceremony concludes.
• No smoking.
• No alcoholic beverages.
• Wear proper graduation attire. Candidates
should wear dark, flat shoes and dress attire
with graduation gowns.
• A stole associated with an honor society, a
student organization/group represented on
campus, or a department of Georgia Southern
University may be worn at the commencement
ceremony.
• Cell phone ringers must be turned off during
the Commencement ceremony and only text
messaging is allowed during the ceremony.
• No gathering for group photos during the
ceremony.
• No use of selfie sticks or noisemakers such
as cowbells, horns, megaphones, etc. will be
allowed.
• Do not engage in other disruptive behavior
during the ceremony.
Individuals not following the above guidelines will
not be allowed to participate in the ceremony and
will be subject to removal from the ceremony by
security personnel; this may result in your diploma
and academic transcript not being released.
Individuals not following these guidelines will also
be subject to disciplinary sanctions in accordance
with the Student Conduct Code.
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GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
SPRING 2018 COMMENCEMENT

Dear Candidates and Guests:
Please note that we will have separate ceremonies based on the campus location listed below:
STATESBORO CAMPUS GRADUATE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES for the Spring 2018
graduating class will be held Friday, May 4, 2018, at 1 p.m. in Hanner Fieldhouse. The ceremony
is open to candidates completing Spring 2018 and Summer 2018. Due to capacity limitations,
tickets will be required for all guests at the Graduate Ceremony. Parking areas are indicated
on the map on page 9.
ARMSTRONG AND LIBERTY CENTER CAMPUS GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES for the Spring 2018 graduating class will be held Friday, May
4, 2018, at 6 p.m. at the Savannah Civic Center. The ceremony is open to candidates from the
Armstrong Campus and Liberty Center Campus completing Spring 2018 and Summer 2018. Due
to capacity limitations, tickets will be required for all guests at the ceremony. Please plan to park
at the Savannah Civic Center only if you have tickets for the ceremony. An alternate viewing site
is available at the Coastal Georgia Center. Parking areas are indicated on the map on page 21.
STATESBORO CAMPUS UNDERGRADUATE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES for the Spring
2018 graduating class will be held Saturday, May 5, 2018, at 9 a.m. in Paulson Stadium. The
ceremony is open to candidates completing Spring 2018 and Summer 2018. Due to the large
crowd expected, it is suggested that plans be made to arrive on campus by 7:45 a.m. or earlier.
Because there is limited parking at the stadium, it is strongly recommended that you park in
one of the designated parking areas indicated on the map on page 15 and utilize the campus
shuttle services to and from the stadium. Guest tickets are not required at the Undergraduate
Ceremony.
IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, the Statesboro campus undergraduate ceremonies
will be held in Hanner Fieldhouse at 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m. (See page 22 for detailed
information about the rain plan.)
The information in this brochure is intended to answer all your questions about commencement.
Note that because of the three ceremonies, the brochure includes separate information for
the Statesboro campus graduate ceremony (see pages 6-9), Armstrong campus graduate and
undergraduate (see pages 19-21) and the Statesboro undergraduate ceremony (see pages
10-18). Please share the information contained in this brochure with your family and guests.
Careful attention to these instructions will assure a memorable celebration of your educational
achievements at Georgia Southern. If you have questions, please call the Registrar’s Office at
912-478-5152.
Congratulations!

Dr. Velma S. Burden, Registrar

STATESBORO CAMPUS
GRADUATE STUDENT INFORMATION
(Master’s, Specialist, Doctoral Degrees)
INVITATIONS /
COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS

Diploma frames and other commemorative
items are available at the University Store.
You may visit the University Store’s web
site at www.gsustore.com to purchase
merchandise. Commemorative items will be
available for sale at the University Store on
Friday, May 4, from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Invitations, thank you notes and certificates
can be ordered through Printing and Postal
Services, in the Main Dining Commons,
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. or on our
website at auxiliary.georgiasouthern.edu/
storesandshops/printshop and follow the
links to the online store.

ACADEMIC ATTIRE

Caps and Gowns are required and only
academic attire approved for the ceremony
may be worn.
The University Honors Medallion as well as
stoles—which include, but are not limited to,
Honor Society scarves/cords and Sorority/
Fraternity scarves—are approved graduation
attire. We suggest that candidates wear dark
flat shoes, dark dresses or dark pants with
their graduation gowns.
Students may reserve their cap and gown
at www.herffjones.com/college/graduation.
Please give your height, weight, degree
and major. Measurements must be received
by Herff Jones by Friday, March 30, or a
$25 late fee may apply. Cap and gown fees
can be paid directly to the Herff Jones
Company when you place your order. Any
questions about cap, gown and tassel
color should be directed to Herff Jones at
info@herffjonesstatesboro.com.
Doctoral Candidates: Custom orders
for academic attire require additional
processing time and must be submitted to
Herff Jones by Friday, March 2.
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PICK UP

Commencement attire may be picked up
at the Recreation Activity Center (RAC),
starting Thursday, May 3, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. and at Hanner Fieldhouse Room
2201 on Friday, May 4, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(Please note, pick up at Hanner Fieldhouse
on Friday is only for graduate students.
Attire for undergraduates will remain at the
RAC.) Candidates who did not order attire
should pick up on Thursday. Adjustments
may be made on Friday, May 4, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. You may keep your attire—no return
required.

TASSELS

Tassels should be worn on the left side
of the cap hanging over the left eye. The
mortarboard of the cap should be parallel to
the ground.

NAME CARDS

A name card will be mailed to each
candidate based upon the mailing address
in WINGS. You MUST have your name
card before lining up for the procession.
If you have a concern that a reader will
have difficulty pronouncing your name,
phonetically spell out your name clearly
on your name card before the ceremony
begins. During the ceremony, you will take
your name card to the reader in front of the
stage so your name can be read as you cross
the stage. If you do not have a name card
when you arrive to line up in the Hanner
Old Gym, duplicates will be available in the
“Candidate Line-Up Area” at your college
table. Doctoral candidates will receive a
name card in the line-up area.

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION

The academic procession for the candidates
will form in the Hanner Old Gym (see page
17) at noon. You must be in the Old Gym at
this time. The entrance to this area will be
designated with a “Candidate Line-Up Area”
sign. The line-up area for the procession
is indicated on the maps that follow.

Candidates should be dropped off at the
Herty Drive entrance (see page 17).

Seating is available on a first-come, firstserved basis.

When you enter the Old Gym, please go to
your college processional sign for line-up.
At each college processional sign, a staff
member will be available to assist you
with line-up. When the procession begins,
Registrar’s Office staff members, along
with a faculty member from your college,
will direct your college to the designated
seating area in the Hanner Fieldhouse (see
page 18). Please stay in line or you may find
yourself sitting in the wrong area.

TICKETS

Candidates who require special
accommodations for a disability should
contact the Student Accessibility Resource
Center (SARC) at 912-478-1566 by Friday,
April 27, to discuss individual needs for the
processional.

PHOTOGRAPHY

A professional photographer will take a
picture of you as you cross the stage. A
proof of this picture will be emailed to you
at your Georgia Southern email address
and mailed to your home address so that
you may decide if you wish to purchase
these photos.

LIVE WEBCAST OF
COMMENCEMENT

Those wishing to view the live broadcast
can visit the University’s Facebook page
or GeorgiaSouthern.edu/commencement
on a computer or mobile device.
Georgia Southern University offers
the Spring Commencement ceremony
as a live webcast on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/GeorgiaSouthern. The
Facebook Live event will start approximately
5–15 minutes before each ceremony. Due to
technical constraints, some Internet Service
Providers (ISPs) do not permit the use of
their systems to transmit such broadcasts.
Should you not be able to view the
broadcast, please contact your local ISP.

LIVE BROADCAST
OF THE CEREMONY

Relatives and friends may also view the
ceremony in the Russell Union Theater or
the Williams Center Multipurpose Room.

Tickets will be required for all guests at
the Graduate Ceremony on Friday, May 4,
at Hanner Fieldhouse. Each candidate
participating in the ceremony will receive
four guest tickets. Tickets can only be
used for the time indicated on the ticket.
Candidates do not need a ticket to attend
the ceremony.
Each candidate will be sent an email request
to RSVP for guest tickets. There is no
charge associated with the guest tickets
and they will be sent to your home mailing
address.

GUEST ENTRANCE AND SEATING
Relatives and friends may enter Hanner
Fieldhouse through the Hwy 67 or Herty
Drive entrances. Guests and candidates will
not be allowed to hold or reserve seats for
other guests. Guests will not be allowed
on the Hanner Fieldhouse floor before or
during the ceremony.

CONCESSIONS

A concession stand on the lower level
of Hanner Fieldhouse will be open for
purchasing food and drinks. Please note that
candidates will not be allowed to carry food
or drinks into the designated seating area
for the ceremony.

PARKING

Parking is available in the Hanner Fieldhouse
and Russell Union Parking areas indicated
on the Campus Map diagram on page 9.
Additional parking is available as indicated
on the diagram. Police officers are available
for directions for additional parking.
Carpooling is encouraged.

ACCESSIBILITY ACCESS

Handicap seating for persons in wheelchairs
is located on the upper level of the Hanner
Fieldhouse which can be accessed from the
front of Hanner (see page 17).
Wheelchair accessible seating is limited, and
is available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Additional handicap seating for persons
who are not in wheelchairs is available on
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the upper level of the Hanner Fieldhouse
and can be accessed through the front/main
entrance. Reservations are not required,
and seating is available on a first-come,
first-served basis. A maximum of one
person will be allowed to accompany the
handicapped person in any handicap seating
area. A designated handicap parking area is
available on a first-come, first-served basis
(see diagram on page 17). A state handicap
parking permit is required. Please limit
handicap seating and parking to those who
truly require special accommodations.
Visitors with accessibility concerns are
strongly encouraged to arrive early
to the ceremony. Wheelchairs will not
be available at the venue. For those
requiring a wheelchair, we suggest you
make arrangements with a private rental
company. Pickup and drop off of wheelchairs
should be arranged directly with the rental
company.

GUESTS REQUIRING AMERICAN
SIGN LANGUAGE
American Sign Language interpreting is
available. Guests who need access and
desire close proximity to sign language
services may choose to sit in Section G on
the front row which will be reserved until
15 minutes before the ceremony begins.

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAMS

A commencement program listing the
names of all candidates will be placed in
the candidates’ seat. Guests will receive a
program as they enter Hanner Fieldhouse.

DIPLOMAS/TRANSCRIPTS

Diplomas will be mailed to the graduates
at their diploma mailing address or their
permanent home address. Please remember
to update your diploma address in WINGS
to an address that will be valid eight weeks
after completing all degree requirements. If
there is no diploma address, the diploma will
be mailed to the current mailing address.
Diplomas should be mailed six to eight
weeks after graduation for students who
have applied for graduation and completed
all requirements.
When applying for employment, transcripts
should be used instead of diplomas. Three
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weeks after graduation, if requirements
are complete, graduates may request a
transcript with the degree conferred.

CONCLUSION OF CEREMONY

Following the singing of the Alma Mater, the
platform party, faculty and candidates will
recess. Guests should remain standing at
their seats until the recessional is complete.

STATESBORO CAMPUS
GRADUATE COMMENCEMENT
Campus Map
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STATESBORO CAMPUS
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT INFORMATION
(Bachelor’s Degrees)

INVITATIONS /
COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS

Diploma frames and other commemorative
items are available at the University
Store. You may visit the University Store’s
website at www.gsustore.com to purchase
merchandise. Commemorative items will be
available for sale at the University Store on
Friday, May 4, from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., on
Saturday, May 5, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
at Paulson Stadium during commencement
on Saturday, May 5.
Invitations, thank you notes and certificates
can be ordered through Printing and Postal
Services, in the Main Dining Commons,
Monday–Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. or on our
website at auxiliary.georgiasouthern.edu/
storesandshops/printshop and follow the
links to the online store.

ACADEMIC ATTIRE

Caps and Gowns are required and only
academic attire approved for the ceremony
may be worn.
The University Honors Medallion as well as
stoles—which include, but are not limited to,
Honor Society scarves/cords and Sorority/
Fraternity scarves—are approved graduation
attire. We suggest that candidates wear dark
flat shoes, dark dresses or dark pants with
their graduation gowns.
Students may reserve their cap and gown
at www.herffjones.com/college/graduation.
Please give your height, weight, degree
and major. Measurements must be received
by Herff Jones by Friday, March 30, or a
$25 late fee may apply. Cap and gown fees
can be paid directly to the Herff Jones
Company when you place your order. Any
questions about cap, gown and tassel
color should be directed to Herff Jones at
info@herffjonesstatesboro.com.
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PICK-UP

Commencement attire may be picked up
at the Recreation Activity Center (RAC)
on Thursday, May 3, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Friday, May 4, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. If a
reservation for attire was not made, please
pick up on Friday, May 4, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. in order to be fitted appropriately.
Please be sure that attire is correct when
picked up, since little time will be available
from 7 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. for adjustments
on Saturday, May 5, the morning of
commencement. You may keep your attire –
no return required.

TASSELS

Tassels should be worn on the right side of
the cap hanging over the right eye until the
President asks you to move your tassel to
the left side of the cap during the ceremony.
The mortarboard of the cap should be
parallel to the ground.

GRADUATION WITH HONORS /
HONOR CORDS

All undergraduate candidates receiving
graduation with honors will be emailed
before the end of the semester. Your honor
cord will be included with your attire. (See
pick-up schedule on this page) Pin the honor
cord to the gown on the left shoulder. Please
email graduation@georgiasouthern.edu
by Wednesday, May 2, if you have any
questions.

NAME CARDS

A name card will be mailed to each
candidate. You MUST have this name card
before entering the stadium seating area.
If you do not have a name card when you
arrive at the stadium, duplicates will be
available at your college table near the
entrance to the stadium floor. If you have
a concern that a reader will have difficulty
pronouncing your name, phonetically spell
out your name clearly on your name card
before the ceremony begins. During the
ceremony, you will take your name card

to the reader in front of the stage so your
name can be read as you cross the stage.

Should you not be able to view the
broadcast, please contact your local ISP.

SEATING FOR COMMENCEMENT

LIVE BROADCAST
OF THE CEREMONY

The seating for the commencement
ceremony will begin at 8 a.m. at the west
end of Paulson Stadium. Students may be
dropped off at Gate 1 or Gate 5 and walk
along the outside of the stadium to the west
end (see page 12).
Your seating location is determined by the
college from which you are receiving your
degree. You will enter the stadium through
Gates 9 and 11 and proceed to the seating
area on either side of the Bishop Building
based on your college. Please locate the
“College” sign for your college and enter the
stadium seating area. The seating diagram
and entrances are located on pages 12, 13
and 16. There will be staff members available
to direct you to your seat in the seating area.
Candidates who require special
accommodations for a disability should
contact the Student Accessibility Resource
Center (SARC) at 912-478-1566 by Friday,
April 27, to discuss individual needs for the
processional.

PHOTOGRAPHY

A professional photographer will take a
picture of you as you cross the stage. A
proof of this picture will be emailed to you
at your Georgia Southern email address
and mailed to your home address so that
you may decide if you wish to purchase
these photos.

LIVE WEBCAST OF
COMMENCEMENT

Georgia Southern University offers the
Spring Commencement ceremony as a live
webcast on Facebook: GeorgiaSouthern.
Those wishing to view the broadcast can
visit the University’s Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/GeorgiaSouthern or
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/commencement
on a computer or mobile device. The
Facebook Live event will start approximately
5–15 minutes before each ceremony. Due to
technical constraints, some Internet Service
Providers (ISPs) do not permit the use of
their systems to transmit such broadcasts.

Relatives and friends may also view the
ceremony in the Russell Union Theater
and Ballroom or the Williams Center
Multipurpose Room. Seating is available on a
first-come, first-served basis.

GUEST ENTRANCE AND SEATING
Relatives and friends may enter the stadium
through Gates 1, 5, 7, 8, 12 or 13. Please refer
to pages 12, 13 and 16 for suggested seating
of guests according to the college of the
candidates. Tickets are not required.

FOOD / WATER

Drinking water will be available for
candidates at the water stations located at
Gates 9, 10 and 11. Concession stands selling
food and drinks will be open throughout the
Commencement ceremony.

STADIUM RULES

Alcoholic beverages are not permitted
in Paulson Stadium. Umbrellas are not
permitted in the stadium. Stadium rules
will be enforced. Additional information on
stadium rules and the Fan Code of Conduct
can be found at www.gseagles.com/conduct

PARKING / SHUTTLE SERVICE

Due to the extremely large crowd expected,
it is suggested that plans be made to arrive
on campus by 7:45 a.m. or earlier. It is also
strongly suggested that you park in one of
the designated parking areas indicated on
the map on page 15 and utilize the campus
shuttle services to and from the stadium.
Shuttle services will start at 7:30 a.m.
and will continue until one hour after the
ceremony ends. Carpooling is encouraged.
For further traffic and parking
information, tune to WVGS 91.9 FM on
commencement day.

ACCESSIBILITY ACCESS

If your guest requires special
accommodations for a disability, special
seating is available. Due to limited seating
in the handicap areas, only one person will
be allowed to accompany the handicapped
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STATESBORO CAMPUS
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT INFORMATION
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person in the handicap seating area. Please
see the page 12 and 13 for wheelchairs and
other handicap seating.
A designated handicap parking area
is available for entry to the stadium in
close proximity to the handicap seating
area, but space is limited so please arrive
early. A state handicap parking permit is
required. Please limit handicap seating
and parking for those who truly require
special accommodations. Guests entering
the stadium from the designated handicap
parking area should enter through
Gates 5, 12 or 13 (see page 12 – 13). If
you have questions, please contact the
Student Accessibility Resource Center at
912-478-1566.
Visitors with accessibility concerns are
strongly encouraged to arrive early
to the ceremony. Wheelchairs will not
be available at the venue. For those
requiring a wheelchair, we suggest
you make arrangements with a private
rental company. Pickup and drop off of
wheelchairs should be arranged directly
with the rental company.

GUESTS REQUIRING AMERICAN
SIGN LANGUAGE

American Sign Language interpreting is
available. Guests who need access and
desire close proximity to sign language
services may choose to sit in Section J on
the front row which will be reserved until 15
minutes before the ceremony begins.

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAMS

A commencement program listing the
names of all candidates will be placed in the
candidates’ seats at the stadium. Guests will
receive a program as they enter the stadium.

DIPLOMAS/TRANSCRIPTS

Diplomas will be mailed to the graduates
at their diploma mailing address or their
permanent home address. Please remember
to update your diploma address in WINGS
to an address that will be valid eight weeks
after completing all degree requirements. If
there is no diploma address, the diploma will
be mailed to the current mailing address.
Diplomas should be mailed six to eight
weeks after graduation for students who
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have applied for graduation and completed
all requirements.
When applying for employment, transcripts
should be used instead of diplomas. Three
weeks after graduation, if requirements
are completed, graduates may request a
transcript with the degree conferred.

CONCLUSION OF CEREMONY

Following the singing of the Alma Mater,
the platform party, faculty, and candidates
will recess.

STATESBORO CAMPUS
UNDERGRADUATE COMMENCEMENT
Campus Map
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STATESBORO CAMPUS
UNDERGRADUATE COMMENCEMENT
Seating Diagram
Students

Please enter the stadium at
8 a.m. and locate your college
area. Plan to be in your college
area and in your seat by
8:30 a.m. or earlier.

Parents

Please use this diagram to
locate where your student will
be seated on the field. This will
help you determine the best
seating option for watching
your student during the
ceremony.

COBA
CLASS

COBA

CLASS

Abbreviation Legend:
COE
COSM

COSM

CEIT

CEIT

COPH

COPH

CHHS

COE

CHHS

COBA College of Business
Administration
COE

College of Education

CEIT

Allen E. Paulson
College of Engineering
and Information
Technology

CHHS College of Health and
Human Sciences
CLASS College of Liberal Arts
and Social Sciences
COPH Jiann-Ping Hsu
College of
Public Health
COSM College of Science
and Mathematics

16

GRADUATE STUDENT COMMENCEMENT
AND
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT RAIN PLAN
Hanner Fieldhouse Map

TICKET PICK UP

HANNER
FIELDHOUSE

“OLD GYM”
CANDIDATE LINE-UP
AREA
(LOWER LEVEL)

WOMEN’S RESTROOM
(LOWER LEVEL)

CANDIDATE
ENTRANCE

FACULTY LINEUP

(LOWER LEVEL, ROOM 1210)

(UPPER LEVEL,
ROOM 2201)

LOBBY

ATTIRE PICK UP

MEN’S RESTROOM
(LOWER LEVEL)

HERTY DRIVE

RESTROOMS
(UPPER LEVEL)

FROM HWY 67 (FAIR RD)
TO HWY 67 (FAIR RD)

COMMENCEMENT
CEREMONY
LOCATION
(LOWER LEVEL)

HANDICAP ENTRANCE
(UPPER LEVEL)

RESTROOMS

HANDICAP PARKING AREA

(UPPER & LOWER LEVEL)

Graduate Student
Attire Pick Up
Room 2201
(see Page 6)
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GRADUATE STUDENT COMMENCEMENT
AND
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT RAIN PLAN
Hanner Fieldhouse Seating Diagram

AUDIO

GENERAL SEATING

FACULTY SEATING

GENERAL SEATING

CANDIDATE
SEATING

FACULTY SEATING

GENERAL SEATING

GENERAL SEATING

GENERAL SEATING

KEYBOARD

GENERAL SEATING

VIDEO

STAGE

VIDEO
RISER

TO
PARKING

TO
PARKING

MAIN ENTRANCE
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ARMSTRONG AND LIBERTY CAMPUSES
GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENT INFORMATION
(Associate’s, Bachelor’s, Master’s and Doctoral Degrees)
INVITATIONS /
COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS

You may visit the University Store’s web
site at www.gsustore.com to purchase
merchandise. Commemorative items will be
available for sale at the Georgia Southern
University Armstrong Bookstore on Friday,
May 4, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Invitations can be ordered through Herff
Jones while ordering your cap and gown for
commencement.

ACADEMIC ATTIRE

Caps and Gowns are required and only
academic attire approved for the ceremony
may be worn.
The University Honors Medallion as well as
stoles—which include, but are not limited to,
Honor Society scarves/cords and Sorority/
Fraternity scarves—are approved graduation
attire. We suggest that candidates wear dark
flat shoes, dark dresses or dark pants with
their graduation gowns.
Students may reserve their cap and gown
at www.herffjones.com/college/graduation.
Please give your height, weight, degree
and major. Measurements must be received
by Herff Jones by Monday, March 12, or
a $25 late fee may apply. Cap and gown
fees can be paid directly to the Herff Jones
Company when you place your order. Any
questions about cap, gown and tassel
color should be directed to Herff Jones at
info@herffjonesstatesboro.com.

PICK UP

Commencement attire may be picked up
during the Graduation Fair on Thursday,
April 12, from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Student
Union. Candidates who are not able to pick
up their cap and gown at the Graduation
Fair may pick them up from the Georgia
Southern University Armstrong Bookstore
any time after the Graduation Fair and

before the commencement ceremony during
regular bookstore hours. Volunteers will
be available the day of graduation to assist
with graduation attire. Undergraduate and
master’s students may keep their attire while
doctoral students must return their attire.

TASSELS

For undergraduate students, tassels should
be worn on the right side of the cap hanging
over the right eye until the President asks
you to move your tassel to the left side of
the cap during the ceremony. For graduate
students, tassels should be worn on the
left side of the cap hanging over the left
eye. The mortarboard of the cap should be
parallel to the ground.

NAME CARDS

Name Cards will be given to each candidate
at the graduation fair. You MUST bring
your name card to the commencement
ceremony. If there are errors on your
name card (misspellings, degree, honors),
contact the Registrar’s office by emailing
graduation@georgiasouthern.edu
immediately after the Graduation Fair.
If you have a concern that a reader will
have difficulty pronouncing your name,
phonetically spell out your name clearly
on your name card before the ceremony
begins. Remember that you must give your
name card to the reader at commencement
so that your name will be announced.
Please complete the information on the
back of your card prior to the ceremony.
This information will be used by the
photographer to mail your graduation
photos. If you come to the stage without
your name card, you will cross the stage
without your name being read.

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION

You will receive a colored card at the
Graduation Fair with your name at the top
of the card and a number at the bottom left
of the card. This will determine where you
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stand in line and will allow your name to be
announced. Make sure you pick up your
name card before you leave the graduation
fair. Bring your name card to graduation. It
is needed so that you can be in the correct
place in line and so that your name will be
announced at the commencement ceremony.
• Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy (pink cards) —
Line up in the Exhibit Hall located
downstairs behind the arena floor.
• College of Liberal Arts and
College of Education
Liberal Arts (white cards) and
Education (blue cards) — Line up
outside Johnny Mercer Theatre on the
Montgomery Street side of the theatre.
• College of Health Professions and
College of Science and Technology
Health Professions (pink cards) and
Science and Technology (yellow
cards) — Line up outside Johnny
Mercer Theatre on the parking lot
side of the theatre.
The cards are numbered sequentially. Place
yourself in the correct position by number.
Example: 70-71-72. Sometimes graduates
cannot make it to graduation. If this happens
a number may be skipped. Example: 244,
246. Be in the correct position in line 30
minutes before your ceremony begins. Staff
and volunteers will assist you.

PHOTOGRAPHY

A professional photographer will take a
picture of you as you cross the stage. A
proof of this picture will be emailed to you
at your Armstrong email address and sent to
your mailing address so that you may decide
if you wish to purchase these photos.

LIVE WEBCAST OF
COMMENCEMENT

Georgia Southern University offers
the Spring Commencement ceremony
as a live webcast on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/GeorgiaSouthern.
Those wishing to view the broadcast can
visit the University’s Facebook page or
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/commencement
on a computer or mobile device. The
Facebook Live event will start approximately
5–15 minutes before the ceremony. Due to
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technical constraints, some Internet Service
Providers (ISPs) do not permit the use of
their systems to transmit such broadcasts.
Should you not be able to view the
broadcast, please contact your local ISP.

LIVE BROADCAST
OF THE CEREMONY

Relatives and friends may also view the
ceremony at the Coastal Georgia Center.
Seating is available on a first-come, firstserved basis.

TICKETS

Tickets will be required for all guests at the
Armstrong and Liberty campus ceremony
on Friday, May 4, at the Savannah Civic
Center. Each candidate participating in the
ceremony will receive seven guest tickets.
Candidates do not need a ticket to attend
the ceremony. Tickets can be picked up at
the Graduation Fair on Thursday, April 12, or
at the Registrar’s Office in Victor Hall.

PARKING

Parking will be available at the Savannah
Civic Center on Liberty Street, in the
Liberty Parking Garage (across from the
Civic Center) and on streets surrounding
the Civic Center. See map on page 21.
Arrive early for a good parking spot. Traffic
may be a problem. Visitors are encouraged
to allow plenty of time to get to the Civic
Center, park and get into their seats before
the ceremony begins. Please plan to park
at the Savannah Civic Center only if you
have tickets for the ceremony. An alternate
viewing site is available at the Coastal
Georgia Center.

ACCESSIBILITY ACCESS

There is an alternate entrance on the east
side of the Civic Center right off the parking
lot that allows you to directly enter and exit
the arena floor, near handicap seating. We
strongly urge you to use this door so you
can shorten your route and avoid having
to go up the long ramps, into the crowded
lobby and then have to use the wheelchair
lift to take you from the lobby down to the
arena floor. Look for the small open door
near the sidewalk. We will place a large blue
disability sign next to this door and be there
to assist you.

GUESTS REQUIRING AMERICAN
SIGN LANGUAGE

who have applied for graduation and
completed all requirements.

American Sign Language interpreting is
available. Guests who need access and
desire close proximity to sign language
services may choose to sit near the left side
of the stage.

When applying for employment, transcripts
should be used instead of diplomas. Three
weeks after graduation, if requirements
are complete, graduates may request a
transcript with the degree conferred.

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAMS

CONCLUSION OF CEREMONY

A commencement program listing the
names of all candidates will be placed in
the candidates’ seat. Guests will receive
a program as they enter the Savannah
Civic Center.

Following the singing of the Alma Mater,
the platform party and faculty will recess.
Students will be dismissed after the
recessional. Guests should remain standing at
their seats until the recessional is complete.

DIPLOMAS/TRANSCRIPTS

FAHM ST.

Diplomas will be mailed to the graduates
at their current mailing address. Please
remember to update your current address
in SHIP to an address that will be valid
eight weeks after completing all degree
requirements. Diplomas should be mailed six
to eight weeks after graduation for students

W. BROUGHTON ST.

W. LIBERTY ST.

JEFFERSON ST.

MONTGOMERY ST.

WHITAKER ST.
W. PERRY ST.

W. HARRIS ST.

E

W. CHARLTON ST.

E

PULASKI
SQUARE
BARNARDST.

W. JONES ST.

E. OGL

E. OGL

W. HULL ST.

LOUISVILLE RD.

BATTLEFIELD MEMORIAL PARK

W. OGLETHORPE AVE.
W. OGLETHORPE AVE.

ORLEANS
SQUARE

W. LIBERTY ST.

SAVANNAH VISITOR CENTER

E. Y

WHITAKER ST.

SAVANNAH
CIVIC
CENTER

BARNARD ST.

COASTAL GEORGIA
CENTER

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BLVD.

FAHM ST.
W. BOUNDARY ST.

W. TURNER BLVD.

SCAD

W. YORK ST.

BARNARDST.

W. OGLETHORPE AVE.
W. OGLETHORPE AVE.

E. S

TELFAIR
SQUARE

JEFFERSON ST.

COUNTY
COURTHOUSE

MONTGOMERY ST.

ANN ST.

W. STATE ST.
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STATESBORO CAMPUS
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT RAIN PLAN
(Bachelor’s Degrees)
INCLEMENT WEATHER

If rain threatens the outdoor ceremony,
Commencement exercises will be moved
to Hanner Fieldhouse. The decision to
implement the rain plan will be made
the morning of the ceremony and will be
announced on the following local radio
stations:
91.9 FM
102.9 FM
107.3 FM
1240 AM
Information will also be available by calling
the following numbers or accessing Georgia
Southern’s web site Georgiasouthern.edu.

COMMENCEMENT INFO LINES
(Day of Commencement):
912-478-6397
912-478-4636
912-478-5234

Since seating in Hanner Fieldhouse is
limited, commencement will be held in
FOUR CEREMONIES. Please see below for
further information on each ceremony.
9 A.M. CEREMONY
Candidates report at 8 a.m.
Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and
Information Technology
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
College of Science and Mathematics
11 A.M. CEREMONY
Candidates report at 10 a.m.
College of Health and Human Sciences
1 P.M. CEREMONY
Candidates report at noon.
College of Business Administration
College of Education
3 P.M. CEREMONY
Candidates report at 2 p.m.
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
Candidates should report to the Old Gym
in Hanner Complex for line up (see diagram
on page 17). Duplicate name cards will
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be available at the college tables in the
Old Gym.

ACCESSIBILITY ACCESS

Handicap seating for persons in wheelchairs
is located on the upper level of the Hanner
Fieldhouse which can be accessed from the
front of Hanner (see page 17-18).
Wheelchair accessible seating is limited, and
is available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Additional handicap seating for persons
who are not in wheelchairs is available on
the upper level of the Hanner Fieldhouse
and can be accessed through the front/main
entrance. Reservations are not required,
and seating is available on a first-come,
first-served basis. A maximum of one
person will be allowed to accompany the
handicapped person in any handicap seating
area. A designated handicap parking area is
available on a first-come, first-served basis
(see diagram on page 17). A State handicap
parking permit is required. Please limit
handicap seating and parking to those who
truly require special accommodations.
Visitors with accessibility concerns are
strongly encouraged to arrive early to the
ceremony. Wheelchairs will not be available at
the venue. For those requiring a wheelchair,
we suggest you make arrangements with a
private rental company. Pickup and drop off
of wheelchairs should be arranged directly
with the rental company.

TICKETS

Tickets will be required for all guests
for the ceremonies held at the Hanner
Fieldhouse and are non-replaceable if lost
or stolen. Each candidate participating
in the ceremony will receive a ticket that
will allow entry for four guests. Tickets
can only be used for the time indicated on
the ticket. Candidates will receive the rain
plan guest tickets with their name card.
Candidates do not need a ticket to attend
the ceremony.
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